The process of remembering and forgetting is mysterious to me. y brain spends considerable time remembering and forgetting. The process of remembering and forgetting is mysterious to me. How can I commit a sermon to memory yet can't remember what I had for dinner last night?
The human brain consists of a billion neurons. Each neuron forms a thousand connections to other neurons that translate into a trillion connections to help us warehouse memory. That's no less than a billion gigabytes of information that can be stored in our heads. As we age, these connections begin to break down. Some This is grace, my friends, sheer grace. Even when we forget, God remembers. God's covenant is not based on any inherent ability on our part to keep it, but on God's unlimited capacity to remember His love for us.
There are also some things God chooses to forget. We can all be thankful God exercises the discipline of forgetting when it comes to our sins. "I will forgive your iniquity," the Lord says, "and remember your sins no more" (Jeremiah 31:34). "I am he who blots out your transgressions for my sake and I will not remember your sins" (Isaiah 45:23).
Today's service is designed to help us remember the sacrifice of people, many people unknown to us, who paid an enormous price for our freedom. Their sacrifice epitomizes Jesus' words, "Greater love has no one than this; that he lay down his life for his friends" (John 15:13).
Memorial Day is a day for remembering. In 1868, flowers were placed on the graves of Union and Confederate soldiers at Arlington National Cemetery as an act of remembering. The idea caught on and soon Memorial Day was expanded to include all Americans who sacrificed their lives in the service of their country. That is why American flags are placed on all 220,000 graves at Arlington Cemetery.
Unfortunately, Memorial Day for many Americans has become little more than a threeday weekend. Memorial Day kicks off the summer vacation season. How odd that this day of remembrance has led to so much forgetting.
Rudyard Kipling wrote a poem called Recessional on the occasion of Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee in 1897. Kipling in his poem not only expresses admiration for the British Empire, but also sounds a cautionary note about how pride and power can undermine an empire. When nations rise to wealth and power, they are inclined to forget God. The immortal words of Kipling's poem, Lest We Forget, are lifted from Deuteronomy 6:12, "Beware, lest you forget the Lord your God." As he expresses it in the refrain of his poem, "Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet, Lest we forgetlest we forget."
The Hebrew word for remember is where we derive our English words memorial and monument. Monuments help us remember.
We are partial to monuments in this city. We recently unveiled the Martin Luther
